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From the Chairman, Keith Roberts

A recent survey of Neighbourhood Watch
Schemes and households covered in
Harrogate & District shows almost 900
Watches and approx. 18,000 homes. There
is scope for setting up further schemes, and
we wish to encourage this. A national survey
showed 17% of the country is covered by a
NHW Scheme but it is interesting that 75%
of those not in a Scheme, said they would
join one if there was one locally. It is time to
consider your local situation — are those
nearby houses in a Scheme or could they be
encouraged to join? Remember, although
we are in a relatively low crime county, we
still suffer from criminal activities. NHWSs are
a deterrent and a few more ‘eyes and ears’
to support the police are very welcome.

Your Committee

Your H&D NHW committee is a very active
and cohesive group, committed to supporting
our community and assisting the police.
However, as with all voluntary organisations,
members move on and we know that we will
need at least 3 new members at our AGM in
October. Specifically, we seek a secretary, a
minutes secretary and committee members
to represent the HG3 area and Ripon/Ripon
Rural. If you are interested please call me
on 01937 584998 or send an email to:
keithroberts2@btinternet.com Please come
along to our next meeting on Tuesday
evening, 1¥ September to meet current
members. Minutes of previous meetings, are
published on our website:
www.nwatchharrogate.org.uk

Neighbourhood Watch Street Signs
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From 1% Apr. 2009, NYP will supply NHW
signs free of charge. At times the cost of £7
per sign has been prohibitive. Now there is
no excuse. Until further notice, all signs will
be supplied free. We strongly recommend
that old/obsolete/damaged signs be replaced
now. Please follow the same procedure for
supply of signs and NYP will handle the
planning application. Application forms are
available from your local police station or
from our website. To replace an existing sign
in the same position it is only necessary to
indicate this on the form.

Property Coding

All Co-ordinators are aware of the property
coding system SmartWater . More info and
an order form are on our website.

Here’s a reminder about a free system,
www.immobilise.com for registration of
possessions. Identifying stickers are
available at your local police station.
Displaying these is another very effective
deterrent and we recommend both systems.

News from Tina Oates

Community Cashback This Home Office
message arrived recently:

“A new pilot fund was launched today to give
local people a direct say on how the ill-gotten
gains of criminals can be used to benefit
their communities.

The £4m Community Cashback scheme will
be funded by money and assets seized from
wealthy criminal kingpins. The public will be
able to choose which worthwhile community
projects are funded by feeding in their views
to a new dedicated website, neighbourhood
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TO PREVENT CRIME IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY

policing meetings or through Citizens
Panels.

Successful bids will have to show how the
local community has been involved in
selecting the project, demonstrate good
value for money and be related in some way
to tackling anti-social or criminal behaviour
locally. This could include renovating a
vandalised play area, investing in a youth
centre or installing security measures on a
housing estate.

Until now, money recovered from criminals
has been split between frontline services
such as the police and Government
departments involved with the criminal
justice system. This is the first time a portion
of that money is being paid back into
communities”

In the Harrogate District NYP's newly-styled
community meetings - Safer Neighbourhood
Groups — seem to have been well received.
At the recent residents' workshops for
Pannal, Oatlands and Rossett three
discussion groups decided the priorities for
their ward — traffic, speeding, vandalism etc -
with advice and information given by the
local SNT officers. A feed-back session to
the attendant police followed. A subsequent
meeting has been arranged for Sept. 8" at
Harrogate Cricket Club, when NYP will
deliver a progress report on the resulting
follow-up action.

At the end of April, Temp. Sgt. Nick
Widdowson held a NHW meeting in the
Joiner's Arms, Hampsthwaite, to update
residents of local activities and introduce
SmartWater of which a large amount was
purchased.

Knox Hamlet NHW group held an informal
discussion at Knox Arms on 23" June. The
H&DNWA committee and local SNT were
invited, with Temp. Sgt. Nick Widdowson. He
talked about the problems in the Knox area
and reported on the results of recent A61
traffic-calming measures in the area. Keith
Roberts gave a short talk about the benefits
of SmartWater and other security items and
introduced Chris Oates who had brought
along supplies of SmartWater. Later in June
PCs Mark Emsley and Paul Stephenson

invited H&DNWA to exhibit at a multi-agency
afternoon in Fairfax Community Centre. It
was a residents' information event with
exhibits from Help the Aged, Carers
Resource, The Volunteers, PALS etc.
Neighbourhood Watch displayed information
leaflets, security goods and SmartWater.
Attendance was a little disappointing but we
did receive several enquiries about setting
up NHW schemes.

The county association, NY NHWA, is now
fully established and has held its first two
meetings, drafting and ratifying the
foundation documents. Its Chairman is
Harrogate's NHW Chairman, Keith Roberts,
and | am Secretary. Committee members
are from the North Yorkshire Districts.
Anyone interested in knowing more about
the Association, contact Keith Roberts or
me. Future meetings will be at the beginning
of every quarter from now on and we plan to
establish a web site in the near future.

Co-ordinators Support Forum

Please note the next Co-ordinator Support
Forum will be at a venue in Ripon. Details
will be notified by Ringmaster when finalised.
All members are welcome.

From the Treasurer, Katy Piazza

Over the last 6 months we have only
received donations from 2 schemes totalling
£27.00. This is very disappointing,
considering we now have 900 schemes in
the District. Some have not donated for
years or not at alll Donations are much
needed to cover room hire for Co-ordinator
Support Forums, and for our AGM, which is
compulsory to maintain charitable status.
There are costs for publishing LOOK

OUT, training, and starting new schemes.
Co-ordinators, please ask your Watch
members for a small donation, even

just loose change, and send to Katy Piazza,
8 Woods Court, Harrogate, HG2 9QP.
Cheques made payable to “Harrogate &
District Neighbourhood Watch” please.

NB For information on becoming a member of Neighbourhood Watch :
Email us at inffo@nwatchharrogate .org.uk or phone 0845 60 60 247 and ask to speak to
a police officer from your local Safer Neighbourhood Team

Phone Numbers : URGENT: 999, NON-URGENT: 0845 60 60 247, CRIMESTOPPERS: 0800 555111
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