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From the Chairman, Keith Roberts
SmartWater
Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of The Harrogate &
District Neighbourhood Watch Association will be
held on Tuesday 20 th October 2009 at the usual
location - Lecture Theatre, Hornbeam Park,
Harrogate, commencing at 19.00hrs. A copy of
the agenda is attached. Our main guest is Ruth
Andrews from NYCC Trading Standards who will
enlighten us on No Cold Calling Zones and other
activities and how Watches can liaise with
Trading Standards in our determination to reduce
crime. Ruth has many examples of fraudulent
activities and will explain how we can help in
tackling this growing problem. Martin Milburn, the
NYP Western Area Community Safety Manager
will also join us and will answer your questions
about our local policing. Coordinators and
members of NHW schemes are all welcome.

Requests for SmartWater continue and we hold a
stock for immediate supply. Order forms can be
downloaded from our website, also the product
will be available at the AGM. For students going
on to further education there is often a higher risk
of theft of personal items, especially in the early
days with all of their new equipment. We suggest
that now is a good time to identify items to a
home address so that all equipment of members
of the household is traceable.
A recent research project by Leicester University,
who interviewed more than 100 offenders and
asked them to rank in order 13 deterrents “found
that CCTV cameras were ranked behind more
traditional deterrents such as window bars, police
patrols and coded locks”. However, “the most
effective deterrent was SmartWater”. Why not
take advantage while you can and don’t wait until
you wished you had done so?

H&D NHW Committee
Ringmaster Database
In the last edition of LOOK OUT we highlighted
the need to find successors for some committee
members who leave us at the AGM. We have not
been inundated with requests for more
information – in fact not one call. There are
vacancies for a Secretary - with computer
acumen, a Minutes Secretary (only six meetings
per year), and Committee members to help us
develop new schemes, especially from Ripon
which is not represented, and the rural areas.
We have reached the stage where our website
and links to other bodies need updating and we
have been unable to fulfil all our commitments
with the police to jointly lead set-up meetings, as
there are so many meetings. It is essential that
we do not have to rely on the few to share the
load. Please consider if you can help us for what
is not an onerous task by calling me on 01937
584998 or e-mail: keithroberts2@btinternet.com
and I’ll call you back. Committee nomination
forms can be e-mailed or posted to you.
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Recently there has been an update of the NYP
database to make it more ‘user friendly’.
However, there was a problem with the
downloading and printing of labels for the
distribution of the July LOOK OUT to recently
registered Coordinators without e-mail. We are
very sorry about this problem and hopefully we
have now overcome the difficulty.
Whilst talking about problems we should raise the
issue of e-mail messages that are undelivered
and returned to sender. On one occasion, over
100 messages of more than 600 were returned.
That means that many Coordinators did not
receive the message sent by the police. Most do
not reach their destination because of a change
of ISP. Please remember to inform us via the
website of any changes or drop into the nearest
police station with details. Also make sure that
your inbox is not full.

EMAIL: info@nwatchharrogate.org.uk
WEB: www.nwatchharrogate.org.uk

TO PREVENT CRIME IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY
Safer Neighbourhood Summary
Each household in North Yorkshire should have
received a copy of the ‘Safer Neighbourhood
Summary’ detailing local initiatives and agencies
working together to tackle crime, disorder and
antisocial behaviour. It is published by the
Harrogate District Partnership on behalf of the
North Yorkshire Police Authority. To say the
least, it surprised me, and a number of
Coordinators who ‘phoned me, that in 8 ‘glossy’
pages there is not one reference to NHW and the
contribution it makes to Safer Neighbourhoods in
our District. I promised to follow up and report
back through this newsletter. In summary, the
response I received was: apologetic; emphasised
that the omission was not deliberate; said NHW
contact details will be listed in future; said NYPA
is one of the greatest supporters of NHW in the
county and they will ensure that in a larger next
edition the contribution of NHW will be included.
Coincidently, the Assoc. of Chief Police Officers
published the results of an extensive project on
the effectiveness of NHW’s contribution to crime
reduction in the community. In 79% of cases,
NHW was effective in reducing crime, compared
to similar areas where no scheme exists. One
short paragraph of these conclusions could have
entered every household and encouraged those
non-members in the District to join NHW.

News from Tina Oates
This summer has seen the creation of new
Schemes in Harrogate, Ripon, Sharow and
Boroughbridge. With more than 12 new Coordinators appointed and at least 5 more set-up
meetings arranged for the end of September we
will have achieved a record number of new
Schemes in two months. I would like to assure
Co-ordinators that your Committee is always here
to give help and support. If you feel your scheme
is flagging - or you are unable to continue as a
Co-ordinator - we are only too willing to come
along to help revive enthusiasm and rejuvenate
the Scheme. Just contact us by email at:
info@nwatchharrogate.org.uk or speak to your
Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) police officer.
Fund-raising activities have been rather thin on
the ground this summer so we were delighted to
hear of one barbecue in the Woodlands area
which raised some much needed funds for our
depleted finances: many thanks to the Coordinator concerned. A Daleside Scheme will be
having its annual coffee evening soon, hoping to

raise further donations. Several schemes have
regular meetings, plus even Halloween and the
up-coming Festive Season’s parties. Perhaps at
these the 'begging bowl' could be put out for
donations: as the saying goes “Every little helps!”
On the north side of Harrogate, NYP have been
very active recently with various initiatives led by
PC Nick Widdowson with some help from NHW
members. Preparations are now in hand for the
north side's first Safer Neighbourhood Group
(SNG) meeting on 24th Sept. at Saltergate
School. NHW and general public are invited.
The south side's last SNG meeting took place on
8th Sept. at Harrogate Cricket Club. Two
councillors were present – Fred Willis, and Jim
Clark who chaired the meeting. There was a
progress report by NYP on actions taken by local
agencies on the residents' priorities identified at
the March meeting. More group discussions
followed along similar lines to those of the first
event. We were informed that by April next year
full responsibility for Highways will pass from
HBC to NYCC. Once priorities have been
decided recommendations will be passed to the
new department. Matters concerning the Council,
Police and Fire Service and other agencies were
deferred to the next meeting in March 2010.
Another important date for your diary - plus a new
venue: The next Co-ordinators' Support Forum
(formerly Training Seminars) will be held on
Thursday 19 th November at RIPON FIRE
STATION, Stonebridgegate, Ripon HG4 1LH
from 7 – 9pm. These meetings are open to ALL
NHW members of the Harrogate District.

From The Treasurer, Katy Piazza
We had a good response to our request for
donations in the last Look Out and we would like
to thank the following schemes: Woodlands
Close, Grantley Park, Rossett Beck, Farnham
BKC 47, Masham Close, Harlow Pines, Manor
Drive (Kn.), and Rossett Ave. Whilst we try to
keep our costs at a minimum, expenses are
incurred in producing Look Out, starting new
schemes, and hiring rooms for Coordinator
Support Forums, AGMs, etc. If your scheme has
not donated recently, or never donated,
please make a contribution now, however small.
We receive no other funding. Please send
donations to Katy Piazza, 8 Woods Court,
Harrogate, HG2 9QP. (Cheques made payable
to Harrogate & District Neighbourhood Watch
Association)

NB For information on becoming a member of Neighbourhood Watch:
Email us at info@nwatchharrogate.org.uk or phone 0845 60 60 247 and ask to speak to
a police officer from your local Safer Neighbourhood Team.
Phone Numbers: URGENT: 999, NON-URGENT: 0845 60 60 247, CRIMESTOPPERS: 0800 555111
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